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Illicit drug conventions and laws used in Australia  

Australian law enforcement agencies engage in three levels of lawmaking to combat 
drug abuse and criminal activity. The following diagram provides details of these 
conventions and laws. Use the links to explore some of them at each level.  

 

 

 

• Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs of 1961 

• Convention on Psychotropic Substances 1971 

• United Nations Convention against illicit traffic in Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substances of 1988 

• World Health Organization (WHO) Framework Convention on Tobacco Control 
 

 

 

 

• import and export regulations 

• the Narcotic Drugs Act 1967 — regulates medicinal use of cannabis (marijuana) 

• the Criminal Code Act 1995 — Part 9.1 covers serious drug offences. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Australian Capital Territory 

• New South Wales 

• Northern Territory 

• Queensland 

• South Australia 

• Tasmania 

• Victoria 

• Western Australia 
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https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/treaties/single-convention.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/treaties/psychotropics.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/treaties/illicit-trafficking.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/treaties/illicit-trafficking.html
https://www.health.gov.au/topics/smoking-and-tobacco/tobacco-control/who-framework
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Latest/C2016C01132
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Latest/C2019C00152
https://police.act.gov.au/community-safety/alcohol-and-drugs/drugs-and-the-law
https://police.act.gov.au/community-safety/alcohol-and-drugs/drugs-and-the-law
https://legalanswers.sl.nsw.gov.au/law-handbook-your-practical-guide-law-nsw/drug-offences
https://nt.gov.au/law/crime/drugs-and-the-law
https://www.qld.gov.au/law/crime-and-police/types-of-crime/drug-offences
https://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/public+content/sa+health+internet/conditions/legal+matters/illicit+drug+laws
https://yla.org.au/tas/topics/teen-issues/drugs/
https://yla.org.au/vic/topics/teen-issues/drugs/
https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/road-safety-commission/drink-and-drug-driving

